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Construction and analysis of an Japanese
referring expression corpus

TOKUNAGA TAKENOBU,! PHILIPP SPANGER, !
YASUHARA MASAAKIT! and IIbA Ryuf!

Understanding and generating referring expressions is a critical research theme for
human-agent interaction. There have been several attempts to build corpora in situated col-
laborative tasks for developing a generation model. Previously collected corpora were often
annotated only with symbolic information of objects or provided high domain-complexity,
while allowing only simple actions. In contrast, restricting the target domain to a rather sim-
ple Tangram puzzle, we allow participants to perform a wide variety of actions necessary
for naturally accomplishing a given task. Every utterance was recorded in synchronisation
with the current state of the puzzle as well as all participant’s actions to build a Japanese
corpus. We analysed the collected corpus and found a novel type of referring expression
mentioning an action on objects, which we call action-mentioning expressions. We provide
a detailed analysis of those expressions,
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