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Abstract _

In this paper, we discuss the conceptual hierarchy based on the superordinate/subordinate relation, which has two
kinds of “views” (downward view/upward view). There were several researches which had dealt with views in the
knowledge representation. They used the views to classify subordinate concepts. We call such views “downward view”.
We point out the importance of another view, “upWard view” which characterizes the concept by its superordinate
concept. As introducing the upward viev}s in the concept hierarchy, we propose and deﬁﬁe a “path expression of
concepts”. Wé also define the unification between the concepts with path expressions and discuss the usefulness of the

unification in natural language understanding.
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