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Abstract

This paper presents a method for understanding natural languge including metaphorical expressions. The view erpression

is introduced to regard a concept as another concept. The former is called the targe! concept, and the latier is called

the source concept. Throughout the paper, the term “understanding” is used in the very restricted meaning, which is to

calculate properties of a concept. The understanding procedure consists of two stages. The first stage involves the decision

of propeties which may be transfered from the source concept to the target concept. In the second stage, the variation

of the target concept is calculated. We decide the propeties to be transfered by means of saliance. Saliance is calculated

by the amount of information which properties have and the difference among the source concept and its sibling concepts.

Unlike the methods which have been proposed so far, we do not distinguish metaphors, litcrals and anomalies. This is also

the important feature of our approach.
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