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Building a Dynamic Lexicon:

Japanese Verbal Nouns Viewed from NLP and Cognitive Linguistics
This paper analyzes N-suru forms in Japanese, i.e. verbal nouns based on a Dynamic Lexicon. To
understand language, NLP needs knowledge like corpora, but the data presented in the research conducted
so far is hardly sufficient. However we cannot describe all the entries because the N-suru form is very
productive. This often makes it virtually impossible to decide on a principled basis whether or not to
include a given instance in the database. Therefore we propose a Dynamic Lexicon from a cognitive
semantic point of view, based on Langacker[14,15,16,17,18]'s Dynamic Usage Based Model.
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Figurel: Langacker [18] (pp. 24)
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Figure2: Langacker [18] (pp. 38)
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Figure3: [suru] in Japanese
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