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Abstract Discourse planners need to be able not only to keep track of unfolding discourse but also
to make other conversants to do so. As the structure of discourse becomes more complex, this ability
of discourse planners becomes more significant. To control the locus of attention of the conversants,
a speaker can use various sorts of cohesive devices such as discourse markers, metacomments and
informationally redundant utterances (IRUs). Among those discourse markers and metacomments
have been considered as expressions that computational discourse planners may generate, while IRUs
have been paid little attention to in spite of their usefulness. An exception was Walker's work in which
IRUs in dialogue were investigated from the functional point of view. Walker called a type of IRUs
Atlention [RUs that maniputlate the attention of the conversants by making a proposition salient.
Although Walker explained why IRUs appear by using a computational model of limited resources of
huinen conversants, an important question is still open; namely, which information Attention IRUs
should explicitly include. This paper reports our first step toward an answer to this question and
presents a preliminary computational model for generating Attention IRUs in explanatory dialogue.
We argue that in generation of Attention IRUs the structure of the preceding remedial subdialogues
plays an important role, and that we need to devise a discouse plan that represents the more fine-

grained intention structure.
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